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Welcome to Springtime, Secondary ELA
Colleagues! 

In addition to a change in weather, March
and April offer us Women’s History Month
and National Poetry Month -- opportunities
for a deeper dive into both of these topics
(and really worth a dive all year long)! 

As always, there are plenty of opportunities
for you to engage professionally and to
involve your students in the  greater literary
world.

Naomi

Boom Town by Sam Anderson
Perfect Days (Oscar-nominated
film)

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB

Link to resource folder which includes:
Previous Secondary ELA Webinars
Best Practices in Secondary ELA - NEWish RESOURCE
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
More to come…Grammar and Conventions List, Core Guides, ACT Crosswalk 

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES & REMINDERS

UEN is working on curating a hub for secondary ELA
resources. Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing
to evaluate and add resources. If you have quality
online resources that you frequently use, feel free to
send them my way so we can get them on the hub.

https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/secondaryela
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/228335/boom-town-by-sam-anderson/
https://www.perfectdays-movie.jp/en/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing


https://usbe.midaseducation.com/professional-development/courses/course/63313
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=sharing
https://usbe.midaseducation.com/professional-development/courses/course/63313


https://usbe.midaseducation.com/professional-development/courses/course/63313
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=sharing
https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vceutpjIoEty1XUkMSd_UBMhQpMixgeui#/registration
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WOMEN’S HISTORY RESOURCES

To celebrate Women's History Month, Better Days has released new materials about
Utah women's many roles in WWI. This storymap highlights Utahns who made a
difference from the front lines to the home front, in the workplace or working for social
justice. There are also related lesson plans, a primary source set, a personality quiz, and
bios and articles about women who operated telephones on the front lines, honored
fallen soldiers, protested the draft, led the Black women’s Red Cross unit, and much
more. All of the resources are linked in this digital toolkit!

In addition to these WWI resources, utahwomenshistory.org has a variety of tools for
educators about Utah’s suffrage story and trailblazing women throughout Utah history.
Check out the lesson plans, primary source sets, bios, activities, or book
recommendations, for great ways to bring Utah women’s perspectives and
experiences into your classroom.

National Women’s History Museum
National Endowment for the Humanities
National Women’s History Alliance
National Council for History Education
Library of Congress
Colorin Colorado
American Writers Museum

https://utahwomenshistory.org/2024/03/world-war-one-toolkits/
https://arcg.is/aCnyT
https://utahwomenshistory.org/tools-for-educators/lesson-plans/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/lessons/primary-source-sets/
https://www.opinionstage.com/page/2d370152-816d-4748-bdd8-dc9486aceb25
https://utahwomenshistory.org/the-women/the-hello-girls/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/the-women/annie-payne-howard/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/the-women/annie-payne-howard/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/2024/03/goshute-women-protesting-the-draft/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/the-women/gertrude-lancaster/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ABe-yniHXWPBRMNeSaNiI6OGJKqnFz2i/view?usp=drive_link
http://utahwomenshistory.org/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/tools-for-educators/lesson-plans/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/tools-for-educators/lesson-plans/
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/resources
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/womens-history-united-states
https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/
https://ncheteach.org/resources/womens-history/
https://guides.loc.gov/american-women
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/literacy-calendar/womens-history-month-booklists-classroom-resources
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/womens-history-month-resources/


Join our nationwide network of humanities educators and take advantage of new
opportunities for professional growth and teacher leadership. 

The Teacher Advisory Council (TAC) supports the Education Programs of the National
Humanities Center for a one-year term of service (August 1, 2024–July 31, 2025).
Chosen to represent multiple disciplines in the humanities, these educators accept an
active role in developing, evaluating, and promoting NHC materials and projects. TAC
members are compensated with a modest stipend, have access to consultant
opportunities on special projects, and attend an orientation at the Center. 

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. ET, May 1, 2024. For more information and to apply,
please visit the link below. 
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TEACHER ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Utah League of Cities and Towns 2024 essay contest “Why I Like My Community,”
is open for students in 4th and 7th grade students throughout Utah who meet the
requirements listed below. Students are encouraged to share their thoughts on what
makes their respective communities so wonderful.  Essays due March 22, 2024

You can read the contest outline here. 
You can submit your essay here. 
A lesson plan for educators is available here. 

https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/education-programs/teacher-advisory-council/application/?utm_source=cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2024_25
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PNtex_r1TE5sm-6sv5jlqzQ9JkWKwK-XyGUrBvIY3KVC4yIwRYt_AzPkPL5FjZ58Z0zpCPlK_Ln6BBN0D3XrxdAMVfZTXiI5Bo5XgXZFljJOHIvFbJ-DFuO7gJzr6eHTXiRL6hqVRu_DeEPPZDyiosdMdSbR1DA6vuy1dB0O2iSa75ZBwfLiDpwharsAv7fR8LRcrAXcJDhBa8zKcG1DbiUg5ETSPc4_66bbthe9wNq4JRr8Lexx9V5A1brdb-y-OPEdhB6FAXSBpFa27bxjmU7DtpjP4TSMxI_PWoWP1_xdDUQuk9lTIU8JGnHe3qXsaR-Bg8lDyYE=&c=CqaM_rQUUKx7eTWba5cJZShuMkH_OYLY8GeAzUI4LfKNcTtNBhib9Q==&ch=4CoraAuINb2qAe6ogRGYoBc2f8cj_o5HMLcTkoVIz6c0aX4pifHt9g==
https://www.ulct.org/home/showdocument?id=15404&t=638429899503199819
https://ulct.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1U1bGYYxLb1f8nI
https://www.ulct.org/home/showdocument?id=15402&t=638429897833456945


As a way to celebrate National Poetry Month in April, the Academy of American Poets
annually presents Dear Poet, a multimedia education project that invites young people
in grades five through twelve to write letters in response to poems written and read by
award-winning poets. Teachers can write letters as well. The Academy selects five
letters for each of the nine participating poets, for a total of forty-five selected letters.
The letters will be published in a shareable PDF booklet by May 2024.

The submission period for Dear Poet 2024 is now open and closes on April 22, 2024.
Check out the Dear Poet website for YouTube videos of all the poets reading their
poems as well as helpful links to an FAQ, lesson plans, an essay about this project, and
letters from the 2023 Dear Poet project.
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DEAR POET

This year's poets include
(L-R):

Row 1, Leila Chatti,
Chen Chen, Marilyn
Chin
Row 2, Nicole Cecilia
Delgado, Nikky Finney,
John James
Row 3, Mara Pastor, Ed
Roberson, Patricia
Smith

https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-2024
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-2024
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With the 2024 Election approaching, help students craft arguments about issues
that matter to them–then share their voice through audio storytelling. Join the
National Writing Project and KQED on April 17th for this FREE workshop to unpack the
genre of civic commentary, which combines both personal experience and
research-based evidence, then start your own audio commentary to use as a
model with students. You’ll leave with hands-on experience, curriculum resources in
English and Spanish, and access to web-based media tools needed to do KQED’s
Call for Change Youth Media Challenge or another civic media project.

Plan your writing instruction for this election year: participate in the Call for Change
Workshop!

RESOURCES

30 Ways to Celebration National Poetry
Month in the Classroom
Read Write Think
Interview with Poets
American Writers Museum
Teach Living Poets

https://kqed.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvdOGsrzkvE9Or6Ai3AehEu3KMi7cc0hCa#/registration
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/30-ways-celebrate-national-poetry-month-classroom
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/april-national-poetry-month
https://ncte.org/resources/poetry/
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/national-poetry-month-resources/
https://teachlivingpoets.com/2022/04/17/teachlivingpoets-favorites-for-national-poetry-month/
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“100 YEARS OF UTAH FILM & TELEVISION”

2024 is an exciting year for the history of filmmaking in Utah! It marks 100 years since
the first movie filmed in Utah premiered. Since then thousands of films and television
shows have been shot here. We want students and educators to be involved in
celebrating and learning about this unique part of Utah’s history. The hope is that
students, from elementary age to high schoolers, will learn about this history and want
to come to view the full exhibit. The “100 Years of Utah Film & Television” exhibit will be
located on the 4th floor of the Utah State Capitol Building from January 12, 2024 to
December 31, 2024.

To prepare students and teachers for a more enriching experience during their visit,
the Utah Film Commission has created a short overview presentation. Included in the
overview presentation is a very brief history of filmmaking in Utah and three choices of
classroom activities. The presentation and activities are meant to be adaptable to
individual classroom needs. You can download the presentation and change them as
necessary to fit the UT State Core Standards that fit your class. Please review the
speaker notes at the bottom of each slide to see additional information and videos
linked inside.

We have also created an exhibition guide to help you navigate the exhibit during your
visit to the Utah State Capitol. There is funding available for busing to the Capitol
through the Capitol Preservation Board. You can visit utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-
trips for more information. If students and teachers are unable to attend the exhibit at
the Capitol, there will also be a traveling exhibit available throughout the State. Visit
film.utah.gov/100years for more details and locations.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hOW3AIkjjuxGFGa9nkpeS0zgbCGiHKIOkmUTt8rupI8/edit#slide=id.g4dfce81f19_0_45
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W3GZyJteOHYzkkSb5nQpShnbdE6UIjay/view
https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-trips/
https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-trips/
https://film.utah.gov/100years/


http://www.grandtheatrecompany.com/
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NEW LIBRARY MEDIA RESOURCES
Coming to you from the Utah State Board of Education in collaboration with the Utah
Education Network, we are excited to announce the addition/return of four resources
to Utah's Online School Library. 

Ebooks:
• Media Literacy: Identifying Media Bias
• Media Literacy: Identifying Fake News
• Media Literacy: Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
• Media Literacy: How Social Media Impacts News
• Media Literacy: Legitimate News Sources

Gale In Context: High School provides cross-curricular content
(literature, science, history, and social issues using different
sources) on the most-studied topics aligned with national and
state curriculum standards, reinforcing the development of
skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, communication,
collaboration, creativity, and innovation. 

Gale In Context: Global Issues is another database that
analyzes important global issues and events through topic
overviews, international viewpoints, news, and multimedia
content. 

Davina Sauthoff
USBE Library Media Specialist

davina.sauthoff@schools.utah.gov

Kayla Towner
UEN Technology Specialist & Product Manager

kayla@uen.org

http://uen.org/
http://uen.org/
https://onlinelibrary.uen.org/
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DU%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DK%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DW%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C4A0B%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%257C68DQ%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://link.gale.com/apps/SUIC?u=onlinelibrary
https://link.gale.com/apps/GIC?u=onlinelibrary


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KZix6W2jVWngc-ppP9VG2bePaFM2MigzdNhRInXCtlo/edit?usp=sharing


Add a little bit of body text

https://utahteacherswrite.org/summer-institute/
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Podcast about the neuroscience of reading with Maryanne Wolf and Ezra
Klein
What is “container collapse” and why should librarians and teachers care?
Listen Up! A Strategy for Student Discussions
Strategies for Addressing Racist and Dehumanizing Language in Literature
Does Literature Count as Knowledge?

EVIDENCE-BASED SECONDARY LITERACY PRACTICES
These 3 reports from the What Works Clearinghouse outline and
detail recommendations based on empirical evidence, so yes, we
do have a "Science of Reading" in the secondary space:

Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom &
Intervention Practices
Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively
Guides & Checklist for a School Leader’s Walkthrough During
Literacy Instruction in Grades 4-12

RESOURCES OF INTEREST

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

http://send.ncte.org/link.cfm?r=6RX4HUjvO8Y7K55PJHeK4w~~&pe=iOETsOQ9lhbjWsYGO7MgZR5nfL21CVLo52lj4FRQ_BNTV630TuPvdYzeM4c-KwUC6FcWJUf3FFztM1XAYGLYvw~~&t=kLfC4Hf4TeqjrlRMZ-pqEQ~~
http://send.ncte.org/link.cfm?r=6RX4HUjvO8Y7K55PJHeK4w~~&pe=KKknz0iEe3Y4rmEvzlikHSuC59IO7SCxco3icpjF_p2f9up_-67YsmLpS0iVmHjV1y77rxs17OFvVjGPCSbtfA~~&t=kLfC4Hf4TeqjrlRMZ-pqEQ~~
http://send.ncte.org/link.cfm?r=6RX4HUjvO8Y7K55PJHeK4w~~&pe=ZnGdNa7rXSnuFFw1pkqffuOXodXX-U-7NSCphx4zIBq4y-si2lDGpsrzlWZf5yUH7GUugRGYffRtN7uw-kuaDw~~&t=kLfC4Hf4TeqjrlRMZ-pqEQ~~
http://send.ncte.org/link.cfm?r=6RX4HUjvO8Y7K55PJHeK4w~~&pe=EMoLncNTWNptmicfBwBFPv4tFHlmu1D9xHktGQkDeSA7ja5r6l28rlOZugrTr73P1WIx5Idice99DJialHrUzQ~~&t=kLfC4Hf4TeqjrlRMZ-pqEQ~~
http://send.ncte.org/link.cfm?r=6RX4HUjvO8Y7K55PJHeK4w~~&pe=U2pGzxy_8bGbLMxnWNP350yQYIPUCObkjzcRnKY2zXBpuRNdRndaDiDz1HoJ4KaLSnwArYpSd7O0QXtExN6B6w~~&t=kLfC4Hf4TeqjrlRMZ-pqEQ~~
https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/does-literature-count-as-knowledge
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/508_WWCPG_SecondaryWriting_122719.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply


ARTrageous Online! supports core
curriculum learning for 7-12th grade
students by introducing students to
passionate and accomplished
"thought leaders" in our community.
They are artists, scientists, authors,
activists, mathematicians, engineers,
teachers, and creatives who have
ideas and experience worth sharing.
Vibrant video presentations, activities,
and lesson plans support arts
integration in English, Science, and
Social Studies.

ARTSRAGEOUS ONLINE
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myShakespeare provides media-rich,
full-text editions of Shakespeare's plays
for free. Some key features:

Interviews with the characters
illuminate themes and ignite
discussion
Performances of key scenes bring
Shakespeare's language to life
Animated videos explore the plays
and their contexts
Complete audio recordings
emphasize clarity and
comprehension.

NPR is inviting students around the
country to create a podcast, then —
with the help of a teacher — compete
for a chance to win our grand prize
and have your work featured on NPR.

Be sure to check out the official rules,
submission guidelines and more
below before sending in your work.
Submissions are due April 2024.

Did someone forward this 
newsletter to you?

Don't miss out on future newsletters! 

https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/secondaryela
https://www.wvcarts.org/art-online.html
https://myshakespeare.com/
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662979069/npr-student-podcast-challenge-official-rules
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662110979/how-to-enter-the-npr-student-podcast-challenge


https://eventreg.collegeboard.org/event/84b4801a-916f-4902-b725-2d99779adf4c


https://tinyurl.com/intermountain-APSI-2024-online


https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/


https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

