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Welcome Back, ELA Colleagues!

Like many of you, I have enjoyed watching
The Olympic Games (and looking forward to
the Paralympics!) and witnessing not only
the athletes’ hard work and dedication pay
off but also their support of their competitors’
successes. As we embark on this new school
year, I hope you not only witness your
students’ successes, but also those of your
colleagues. Together, we are better. 

Naomi Watkins
USBE Secondary ELA Specialist
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov 

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

 NEW SENSITIVE MATERIALS UPDATES

Link to resource folder which includes:
Secondary ELA Webinars from 2023-24 - you can still view them!
Best Practices in Secondary ELA - UPDATED this month!
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer 2023 professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
ACT Crosswalk - NEW!
Grades 6 - 12 Core Guides - NEW!
Evidence-Based Grammar/Language Instruction - COMING SOON

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES 

As required by §53G-10-103 and Board Rule R277-628, an email was sent to districts
and charters as to the book titles that have met the statewide threshold and should be
removed from student access in all Utah public schools. 
 
List of titles to be removed from Utah public schools 
This list, along with additional resources, can be found on the USBE library media
website under the "Sensitive Materials" tab. It will be updated regularly as any
additional titles meet the statewide threshold. Questions? Contact
davina.sauthoff@schools.utah.gov

Forge by Laurie Halse Anderson
The Olympics!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_assessments_/_act_/Utah_ACT_Connections2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/150DJRKytjiTehArYKssH9hIQwS86plNd?usp=sharing
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQc_7uakPh4eRXrq0iVq-L2g-BwcnRWyfc7E0QOdrThoUEtPHQaDvJM4JwNFXV-HZQok4L-fDh_P9jt/pubhtml__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!9mdZycEOGRucicmfhWiyHocNZwlIrnkisetvOLHJAbeVLzW81lSVg9TjM-wfSbC8WPErVWHniswjQwk9kUcxFhfHJSlpl2Rch7Q6NIRg8H8v$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQc_7uakPh4eRXrq0iVq-L2g-BwcnRWyfc7E0QOdrThoUEtPHQaDvJM4JwNFXV-HZQok4L-fDh_P9jt/pubhtml__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!9mdZycEOGRucicmfhWiyHocNZwlIrnkisetvOLHJAbeVLzW81lSVg9TjM-wfSbC8WPErVWHniswjQwk9kUcxFhfHJSlpl2Rch7Q6NIRg8H8v$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.schools.utah.gov/curr/librarymedia__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!9mdZycEOGRucicmfhWiyHocNZwlIrnkisetvOLHJAbeVLzW81lSVg9TjM-wfSbC8WPErVWHniswjQwk9kUcxFhfHJSlpl2Rch7Q6NNyQ3cU8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.schools.utah.gov/curr/librarymedia__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!9mdZycEOGRucicmfhWiyHocNZwlIrnkisetvOLHJAbeVLzW81lSVg9TjM-wfSbC8WPErVWHniswjQwk9kUcxFhfHJSlpl2Rch7Q6NNyQ3cU8$
https://madwomanintheforest.com/book/forge/
https://madwomanintheforest.com/book/forge/
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NATIONAL HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH  

SEPT  15 - OCT 15

National Museum of the American Latino
Educator Resources from Teacher Vision
Literature Resources from Fishtank
Tips and Resources from Edutopia
6 Ways to Highlight Latinx Culture in the
ELA Classroom

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HISPANIC, LATINO, LATINX AND LATINE?

Did someone forward this 
newsletter to you?

Don't miss out on future newsletters! 

Heritage and identity are personal and the words to describe both evolve. One example
of this is the ongoing conversation around the terms Hispanic vs. Latino, and newer terms
Latinx and Latine.
Hispanic, while broadly used, is actually pretty specific. It refers to a person’s language,
meaning someone from Spanish-speaking Latin American countries or Spain.
Latino identifies people who have heritage rooted in Latin America, regardless of what
language they speak. For instance, a Portuguese-speaking person from Brazil may
identify as Latino, not Hispanic.
While Latino may not refer to language, the Spanish language employs masculine and
feminine versions (Latino vs. Latina respectively). The word Latinx and the more recent
Latine shift from using the masculine word as the default descriptor. Latinx is more well-
known among English speakers currently.

-- from the Boys & Girls Club

https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/secondaryela
https://latino.si.edu/learn/teaching-and-learning-resources/hispanic-heritage-month-resources
https://www.teachervision.com/holidays/hispanic-heritage-month
https://www.fishtanklearning.org/teacher-support/blog/celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/tips-and-resources-celebrating-hispanic-heritage-month/
https://www.mudandinkteaching.org/news/latinxvoices
https://www.mudandinkteaching.org/news/latinxvoices


https://forms.gle/XdocRQ3F2QSfQf4t6


The recordings of the eight secondary ELA webinars offered in 2023-24 focused on
implementation of the ELA standards, and they are all available to view. If you are interested
in receiving 0.5 USBE credits for your participation in the webinars, you will need to enroll in
the Canvas course to complete the following tasks:

View 7 of 8 webinars 
Complete reflections for each webinar
Provide evidence of implementation of at least one instructional practice from the
webinar series in your classroom or with educators you lead/coach

This opportunity is available through December 31, 2024.
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2024-25 SECONDARY ELA 
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINAR SERIES

Our first webinar in the series will be with Dr.
Deborah Dean on developing student’s
writing craft. This webinar will be a part 2 to
her webinar on grammar and language
instruction from Fall 2023.  

Thursday, October 10 | 4:00 - 5:00pm

Registration details will be sent soon.

This webinar is part of a monthly series of
Secondary ELA professional learning
webinars. All webinars are recorded for later
viewing and participation. Option for USBE
credit.

Did you miss last year’s Secondary ELA professional learning webinars?

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/jpXdnmnzUebBAtyC8__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!7ccZtDeAM8C6N1E1KtyZl3RqksOIdZz-9Tj9tix8MAVERgHQbE8kbU2bm3f4qz_2gFcVJ2hy8FtDdRuOGWIobha97zu3IvCpobxw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/jpXdnmnzUebBAtyC8__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!7ccZtDeAM8C6N1E1KtyZl3RqksOIdZz-9Tj9tix8MAVERgHQbE8kbU2bm3f4qz_2gFcVJ2hy8FtDdRuOGWIobha97zu3IvCpobxw$
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScthtjQOhfGSxCAE7vB7aYcbI1hjQYIYNqGj2xed3r7m3Q58w/viewform
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1M8Fw8xh9hT4ov4JZyeEuY4necKfXZvTP?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1M8Fw8xh9hT4ov4JZyeEuY4necKfXZvTP?usp=sharing


Call for Change is a free Youth Media Challenge project for middle and high school students,
offered as an Election 2024 activity in partnership with PBS LearningMedia and the National
Writing Project. The project guides your students through making a personal connection to an
election issue, researching or advocating for a solution and creating an audio or video
commentary or editorial cartoon to share their ideas. The Call for Change project resources
feature teacher-tested, ready-to use curriculum in both English and Spanish and includes a
teacher toolkit, project checklists and rubrics.

Who can participate? Any educator who works with students in grades 6-12, in learning
settings from classrooms to after-school to community programs, can set up a Youth Media
Challenge account and invite students to submit media. Since election topics span all areas
of the curriculum, submissions from all subject areas are welcome!

Election-related student media submitted from now through November 5, 2024.

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB
UEN is working on curating a hub for secondary ELA
resources. Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing to
evaluate and add resources. If you have quality online
resources that you frequently use, feel free to send them
my way so we can get them on the hub.
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https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/secondaryela
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/election2024
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“Collaborative Conversations about Evidence-Based Writing Instruction” from
Collaborative Classrooms (while it’s K-5 focused, there is still lots of applicability
to the secondary space)
“Creating a Cycle of Student Feedback” from Edutopia
“54 Excellent, Low Stakes Writing Prompts” from Edutopia
“’Lots of Ways to Be Brave’: A Teacher’s Guide to Facing Censorship” from English
Journal

RESOURCES OF INTEREST

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

EVIDENCE-BASED SECONDARY LITERACY PRACTICES

These 4 reports from the What Works Clearinghouse outline
and detail recommendations based on empirical evidence, so
yes, we do have a "Science of Reading" in the secondary space:

Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom &
Intervention Practices
Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively
Guides & Checklist for a School Leader’s Walkthrough During
Literacy Instruction in Grades 4-12

https://cdn.collaborativeclassroom.org/resource-guide/collaborative-conversations-about-evidence-based-writing-instruction.pdf?utm_campaign=Science%20of%20Writing%20eBook&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Pn5DB4OcQ_BrBzqHLwwIgBKDT_U54VpGI5qss6Axdi8xk25sUkeyriZc8k_d6bSGpA6cggyvoCPhuuG09eboNHHAQ2Vh303UAnhfNItxHnHTYVBA&_hsmi=319032675&utm_content=319032675&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.edutopia.org/article/soliciting-student-feedback-increase-buy-in
https://www.edutopia.org/article/54-excellent-low-stakes-writing-prompts
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/508_WWCPG_SecondaryWriting_122719.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937


https://decodingdyslexiautah.org/ddut-events/wasatch-reading-summit/


https://www.uvu.edu/education/engaged-reading/ftlr/index.html


https://keystoliteracy.com/annual-write-now-conference/
https://keystoliteracy.com/event/34672/


https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/


https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

