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Happy November, ELA Colleagues!

We’ve hit the point in the school year
when there are lots and lots of student
contests! So please share with interested
students.

And as the holiday season quickly
approaches, I hope you are able to spend
some time consuming great stories -- in
book, audiobook, movie, live plays, or TV
shows. 

Naomi Watkins
USBE Secondary ELA Specialist
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov 

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

Link to resource folder which includes:
Secondary ELA Webinars from 2023-24 - you can still view them!
NEW!!! 2024-25 Secondary ELA Webinars recordings & resources
Best Practices in Secondary ELA 
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer 2023 professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
ACT Crosswalk 
Grades 6 - 12 Core Guides 
NEW!!! Formative Assessment Process Toolkit 
NEW!!!  Bringing Grammar and Language to Life Through Evidence-Based
Practices (USBE guidance document written by Dr. Deborah Dean)

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES 

Stone Blind by Natalie Haynes
Shrinking on Apple+

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13imOG6ThlC7FZ0ttlrxr84gZsM_615lK?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_assessments_/_act_/Utah_ACT_Connections2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/150DJRKytjiTehArYKssH9hIQwS86plNd?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_resources_/_formative_assessments_/2024FormativeAssessmentProcessToolkit.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbEL-EGGGjJAUqxwUeYCtNLO1mJ9KHGV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbEL-EGGGjJAUqxwUeYCtNLO1mJ9KHGV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbEL-EGGGjJAUqxwUeYCtNLO1mJ9KHGV/view?usp=sharing
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/stone-blind-natalie-haynes?variant=41066302570530
https://tv.apple.com/us/show/shrinking/umc.cmc.apzybj6eqf6pzccd97kev7bs


https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqde-orz4tHNTKxtYQPdwsRk-MkltT4k_T#/registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGJh9fNK_2i3XgS4YuSZQSNE7NYN-2LtBgmvIKzXmfNZFrTw/viewform
https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtf-qtqDgqG9O_bjMaM6zvxI4eftF3oCyd


Date Topic Presenter

Thurs, Oct. 10 Writer's Craft Dr. Deborah Dean

Wed, Nov. 13 Effective Writing Assignments Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

Mon, Dec. 16 AI in Secondary ELA Matt Winters

Wed, Jan. 15 Explicit Writing Instruction Dr. Naomi Watkins

Mon, Feb. 10 Effective Writing Assessments Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

March Morphology TBD

April Vocabulary TBD

Tues, May 6 Reflection Writing Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

2024-25 SECONDARY ELA PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINAR SCHEDULE
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If you are interested in receiving 0.5 USBE credits for your participation in the 2024-25
Secondary ELA Professional Learning Webinars, you will need to enroll in the Canvas
course to complete the following tasks:

Attend or view 7 webinars
Complete reflections for the 7 webinars you attend or view
Provide evidence of implementation of at least one instructional practice with
students or working with educators

There will be a total of 8 webinars. You select the 7 webinars that are most of interest or
applicable to you. More information about what these tasks entail and how to submit this
work will be provided within the Canvas course. You will have until December 31, 2025 to
complete all of the required work to receive credit.

https://forms.gle/Uqyd98hnDLkHWEtd8
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At StoryCon your students will:
Connect - with our powerful community of aspiring and bestselling authors. (See
our full list of headliners at Storycon.org)
Create - by learning skills that empower students to tell their authentic stories in
our amazing list of Teen Classes
Become - the author, playwright, screenwriter, game developer, journalist, or
storyteller they’ve always wanted to be.

While students learn and celebrate story, teachers and librarians may attend a two-
day educator conference track. This includes classes and keynotes taught by
internationally bestselling authors, networking opportunities, a vast expo hall of
bookish and education-focused vendors, giveaways, and up to 5 SUU graduate credits
for attendees.

Access and equity, especially for students from Title 1 populations, is at the core of our
mission. To make StoryCon affordable for students of all backgrounds, we’ve
accumulated a vast array of funding resources including scholarships, school group
discounts with free educator passes, pre-written funding application letters, and more.

Additionally, we have the following printable and digital assets:
A printable TEEN poster for hanging in the classroom
A printable TWEEN poster for hanging in the classroom
TEEN ¼-sheet flyers for printing and distribution
TWEEN ¼-sheet flyers for printing and distribution
Full digital StoryCon Educator Guide

Contact Heather Clark for questions: cco@operationliteracy.org
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At Operation Literacy, 501c3 Nonprofit, we join with
educators in our efforts to inspire young writers and
readers and empower them to tell their own unique stories.
For years, we’ve brought you Teen and Tween Author Boot
Camp as some of the nation’s largest writing conferences
for kids. To build upon this program and ensure greater
impact and access for your students, we’ve merged the
two conferences, adding programming tracks for
educators and general audiences to form StoryCon, held
February 21-22, 2025, at the Salt Palace Convention
Center.

https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
http://storycon.org/
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://www.storycon.org/schoolfunding
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hhm2Cyzye1kgfovIYFhf707Izz3jaZgR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hhm2Cyzye1kgfovIYFhf707Izz3jaZgR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H34e9eZPGw9R-D3KO4hfNKfwFriByyAw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oC46LSnPLm8_MtNDsx5JlGSgkk0n4rnT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hTu8UImx1KXKvUJE0G8ebImXuPswr5FQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://www.storycon.org/
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary
https://youthmedia.kqed.org/commentary


At the JFK Library Foundation, we are committed to empowering and inspiring tomorrow's
leaders. Your students have a chance to share their voices and win up to $10,000 for their
future through the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Essay Contest™.

 This annual essay competition invites high school students to delve into the concept of
political courage, using President Kennedy's book "Profiles in Courage" as a guide. It’s an
excellent opportunity for students to enhance their critical thinking, research, and writing skills
while reflecting on the importance of ethical leadership in our society.

Essay Prompt: Describe an act of political courage by a U.S. elected official who served during
or after 1917, the year John F. Kennedy was born. Include an analysis of the obstacles, risks, and
consequences associated with the act.

Prizes: Students have the chance to win up to $10,000.

Deadline: Submissions are open now through January 17, 2025.

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB

UEN is working on curating a hub for secondary ELA
resources. Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing
to evaluate and add resources. If you have quality
online resources that you frequently use, feel free to
send them my way so we can get them on the hub.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdZcKbqHrW3EZ9qnZHlV9sT3me373QVou-y94E_vN2U0ri6g/viewform?pli=1


Resources
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Presentation

Registration

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aEqoAVfipYEXXXgNRJhoRAoUqkjWDhoy/edit?filetype=mspresentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQfrV8YOPto
https://usbe.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_57M6mf0QECen3ZI
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The Decoding Threshold: Measuring the Roots of Older
Students’ Reading Difficulties: New Evidence
Secondary Literacy Resources: PaTTAN Literacy
Reading League Adolescent COMPASS
Reading League - Science of Writing

NEW RESOURCES OF INTEREST!

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

EVIDENCE-BASED SECONDARY LITERACY PRACTICES

These 4 reports from the What Works Clearinghouse outline
and detail recommendations based on empirical evidence, so
yes, we do have a "Science of Reading" in the secondary space:

Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom &
Intervention Practices
Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively
Guides & Checklist for a School Leader’s Walkthrough During
Literacy Instruction in Grades 4-12

https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2024-04/research-motivation-literacy-reading-development-report.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2024-04/research-motivation-literacy-reading-development-report.pdf
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/508_WWCPG_SecondaryWriting_122719.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937






https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/


https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

