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Happy New Year, Secondary ELA Colleagues! 

I hope your break was restful and fun. I
managed to read four books over the holidays,
and I enjoyed immersing myself in good
stories. 

There are many opportunities for both
educators and students with many deadlines
approaching quickly! 

I’m looking forward to joining almost 300 Utah
educators in our 30 Days of Writing! There’s still
time to join us.

Naomi

West with Giraffes by
Lynda Rutledge
The Crown on Netflix

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

PUBLIC COMMENT REQUESTED ON MYTHOLOGY STANDARDS

Link to resource folder which includes:
Best Practices in Secondary ELA - NEW RESOURCE
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
More to come…Grammar and Conventions List, Core Guides, ACT Crosswalk 

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES & REMINDERS

The Mythology Supplemental Standards have been created to provide Utah educators
with guidance on the specific knowledge and skills for students to master when enrolled
in a Mythology course. These standards supplement the P-12 Utah English Language Arts
Standards. USBE staff is seeking 30-day public feedback to gather stakeholder input to
guide finalizing these supplemental standards. The 30-day feedback window opens
December 13, 2023 and closes January 12, 2024. 
 
SUBMIT FEEDBACK

https://www.lyndarutledge.com/disc.htm
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/FPdfda77A14UXc4p7


https://usbe.midaseducation.com/professional-development/courses/course/63313
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c56n6EB_D7ASd03R_megkyIgPVO87dcR5zGO-POzUQU/edit?usp=sharing


2023-2024 STATE SECONDARY
ELA DIRECTOR MEETINGS

All held virtually from 1-3pm
Tuesday, January 23
Tuesday, March 19

message brenda.mcmurtrey@schools.
utah.gov for an invite
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Naomi Watkins, Ph.D.
Secondary ELA Specialist
Utah State Board of Education
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

**Please note: LEAs have the duty to select
instructional materials that best correlate to the core
standards for Utah public schools and graduation
requirements. (UCA 53G-4-402(1(a)). Posting of these
resources by USBE staff curriculum content specialists
does not imply the resources have received official
endorsement of the State Board. Educators are
responsible to ensure use of these materials
complies with LEA policies and directives.

CONTACT INFORMATION

In partnership with Utah Education
Network and Utah Film Center, the 2024
Tumbleweeds Film Festival for Kids Film
Competition is now OPEN to all Utah
students grades K-8! If you’re a parent
or educator of a talented young
filmmaker, this is the perfect
opportunity for them to shine! March 1st
deadline!

UCTE CONFERENCE

We are beyond excited to announce that
our 2024 Utah Council of Teachers of
English (UCTE) Conference Registration is
NOW OPEN!

Tickets can be purchased through our
Eventbrite page at this link, where you can
also find additional information about the
conference.

When: Friday, February 2nd
Where: Jordan Commons Megaplex in
Sandy, UT
Time: 7:30am-3:00pm

Make sure you don't miss any updates!
Follow us on Instagram at @uctegram or
on Facebook at Utah Council of Teachers
of English.

https://filmfreeway.com/TumbleweedsKidsFilmCompetition?utm_source=Utah+Film+Center+Program+Supporters&utm_campaign=4337f6e0b4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_11_08_56_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_34857c6b68-4337f6e0b4-274388172
https://utahfilmcenter.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9a7c0886cbf85f8f007e81b3&id=e25f10843a&e=38b1a5527a
https://utahfilmcenter.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9a7c0886cbf85f8f007e81b3&id=e25f10843a&e=38b1a5527a
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-ucte-conference-tickets-751763774687?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Resources:
from NCTE
from Edutopia
from Gilder Lehman
from National Park Service

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DAY |  JANUARY 15 

SEJONG WRITING COMPETITION

The Sejong Writing Competition aims to
introduce young adults to Korean
culture through literature and poetry.
This competition is open to all residents
of the United States and Canada
regardless of ethnic background.

The two writing categories are sijo
poetry and literary analysis. The sijo is a
traditional three-line Korean poetic
form organized technically and
thematically by line and syllable count.
For examples of sijo, more information,
and teaching materials–including
teaching guides for sijo, please visit this
website.

For the literary analysis category,
students in middle school (grade 8 and
younger) read one of two folktales and
write in response to a prompt. High
school students read a science fiction
short story and write in response. The
submission deadline is February 29,
2024.

https://ncte.org/blog/2020/01/one-dozen-resources-celebrate-dr-martin-luther-king-jr/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/resources-martin-luther-king-jr-day-matt-davis/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/lesson-plan/martin-luther-king-jrs-i-have-dream-speech
https://www.nps.gov/mlkm/index.htm
https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/current/index.php
https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/resources/resources.php


SECONDARY ELA NEWSLETTER
January 2024

NEW LIBRARY MEDIA RESOURCES
Coming to you from the Utah State Board of Education in collaboration with the Utah
Education Network, we are excited to announce the addition/return of four resources
to Utah's Online School Library. 

Ebooks:
• Media Literacy: Identifying Media Bias
• Media Literacy: Identifying Fake News
• Media Literacy: Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
• Media Literacy: How Social Media Impacts News
• Media Literacy: Legitimate News Sources

Gale In Context: High School provides cross-curricular content
(literature, science, history, and social issues using different
sources) on the most-studied topics aligned with national and
state curriculum standards, reinforcing the development of
skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, communication,
collaboration, creativity, and innovation. 

Gale In Context: Global Issues is another database that
analyzes important global issues and events through topic
overviews, international viewpoints, news, and multimedia
content. 

Please join us for any of our three webinar sessions:
Overview for Secondary Teachers: Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 3 p.m.        

Secondary Registration Link & Description 

Train the trainers: Wednesday, January 17, 2024, at 1 p.m.                                                                     
Registration Link & Description (coaches & library media specialists)

We encourage you to use these resources and share them with your districts, schools, and
teachers. Support materials and classroom activities can be accessed by visiting the
online library.  If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us. 

Davina Sauthoff
USBE Library Media Specialist

davina.sauthoff@schools.utah.gov

Kayla Towner
UEN Technology Specialist & Product Manager

kayla@uen.org

http://uen.org/
http://uen.org/
https://onlinelibrary.uen.org/
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DU%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DK%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C50DW%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%7C4A0B%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth?userGroupName=onlinelibrary&origURL=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.gale.com%2Fps%2Fi.do%3Fp%3DGVRL%26u%3Donlinelibrary%26id%3DGALE%257C68DQ%26v%3D2.1%26it%3Detoc&prodId=GVRL
https://link.gale.com/apps/SUIC?u=onlinelibrary
https://link.gale.com/apps/GIC?u=onlinelibrary
https://cengage-gale.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_t2OZtjShRzyikUR-dV9G0w#/registration
https://cengage-gale.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_F9NKZj4nTee4W4ywsiSKAg#/registration


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KZix6W2jVWngc-ppP9VG2bePaFM2MigzdNhRInXCtlo/edit?usp=sharing


SECONDARY ELA NEWSLETTER
January 2024

The application for Fund for Teachers is open now. Qualifying educators may apply for
fellowship funding to experience a transformational learning opportunity and apply
that experience to their teaching, ultimately changing schools and communities.
Individuals may apply for up to $5,000, and teams may apply for up to $10,000. (While
team members may be from different schools, districts, or states, all members must
meet the eligibility criteria.) Upon award, Fellows will receive 90 percent of their grant,
with the remaining 10 percent to be disbursed upon completion of post-fellowship
requirements.  

Applicants must meet the following eligibility requirements:
A full-time PreK-12th grade teacher who spends at least 50% of their time directly
providing instruction to students;
Applicants must have plans to return to a classroom or teaching environment the
year following their fellowship and demonstrate the ability to incorporate what
they learn into their teaching; and
Have at least three years’ experience as a PreK-12th grade teacher at the end of
the school year

Student and substitute teaching do not count toward the three-year
requirement
If the applicant has three years’ experience by the time of their fellowship, Fund
for Teachers considers them eligible.

Previous recipients must wait for five years before reapplying.

Be sure to read the FAQ and other information on the site before starting the
application. The application deadline is January 18, 2024. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/fft.fundforteachers.org/applications/guideline/program_id:13/step:overview__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!sXVnada7r1HMLOSbYbk7aJusX6W5isyKRSLxlWqxeR2IEr7ujpgS7HZDbvT7L9x9hNy4CzBIyd1JlL-Sh5tA-MWZA2Pqt6OjoQ%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/fft.fundforteachers.org/app/webroot/files/guidelines/documents/2024-FAQs.pdf__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!sXVnada7r1HMLOSbYbk7aJusX6W5isyKRSLxlWqxeR2IEr7ujpgS7HZDbvT7L9x9hNy4CzBIyd1JlL-Sh5tA-MWZA2MFEKgUNw%24
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Join Better Days on February 13, 2024 as we
commemorate Utah trailblazers and our First
To Vote history! The event includes hands-on
learning activities, storytelling, visits from state
leaders, prizes, and much more! 

In past years, we've reached the maximum
number of students that the State Capitol can
accommodate. We'll confirm registrations on
a first come, first served basis. REGISTER.

You can apply for bus funding from the
Capitol Preservation Board here. 

Watch for our new curriculum on Utah women in WWI and WWII coming later this fall!
In the meantime, download our Utah Women’s History curriculum on Canvas, check
out free educator resources on utahwomenshistory.org, or use our Martha Hughes
Cannon digital toolkit to celebrate the upcoming installation of her statue in the U.S.
Capitol (date still TBD).

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlmUe6i9BxP4kOzyQ9-j1tbW16Tyxu9-xM07yS6TGzxYiMig/viewform
https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/visitors-tours/public-education-funding
https://lor.instructure.com/search?q=Better%20Days
https://www.utahwomenshistory.com/
https://www.utahwomenshistory.org/2022/03/mhctoolkits/


https://utahwomenshistory.org/2023/09/student-art-contest/


Add a little bit of body text

https://utahteacherswrite.org/summer-institute/
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Sponsored by National Endowment for the Arts, The Poetry Foundation, and Utah Arts &
Museums Arts Education Program, Poetry Out Loud encourages the study of great
poetry by offering free educational materials and a dynamic recitation competition for
high school students across the country. This program helps students master public
speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about literary history and
contemporary life.

POETRY OURSELVES 

Poetry Ourselves is our original poetry writing competition open to Utah’s 9th-12th
graders.

A student may submit either one or two original poems of any format - OR - up to a
maximum of ten original haiku. Each poem must be 25 lines or less. Poems will be
judged anonymously based on overall effectiveness, and judges may give weight to
poems that address current issues facing Utah students or the state as a whole.
New this year, we will have judges with expertise in Spanish language poetry, and
entries may be submitted in English or in Spanish. Cash prizes will be awarded to
winners in each language.

https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/poetry-out-loud/
https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/poetry-out-loud/
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The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

EVIDENCE-BASED SECONDARY LITERACY
PRACTICES

These 3 reports from the What Works Clearinghouse outline and detail
recommendations based on empirical evidence, so yes, we do have a "Science of
Reading" in the secondary space:

Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom & Intervention Practices
Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively

https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/508_WWCPG_SecondaryWriting_122719.pdf


ARTrageous Online! supports core
curriculum learning for 7-12th grade
students by introducing students to
passionate and accomplished
"thought leaders" in our community.
They are artists, scientists, authors,
activists, mathematicians, engineers,
teachers, and creatives who have
ideas and experience worth sharing.
Vibrant video presentations, activities,
and lesson plans support arts
integration in English, Science, and
Social Studies.

ARTSRAGEOUS ONLINE
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myShakespeare provides media-rich,
full-text editions of Shakespeare's plays
for free. Some key features:

Interviews with the characters
illuminate themes and ignite
discussion
Performances of key scenes bring
Shakespeare's language to life
Animated videos explore the plays
and their contexts
Complete audio recordings
emphasize clarity and
comprehension.

NPR is inviting students around the
country to create a podcast, then —
with the help of a teacher — compete
for a chance to win our grand prize
and have your work featured on NPR.

Be sure to check out the official rules,
submission guidelines and more
below before sending in your work.
Submissions are due April 2024.

Did someone forward this 
newsletter to you?

Don't miss out on future newsletters! 

https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/secondaryela
https://www.wvcarts.org/art-online.html
https://myshakespeare.com/
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662979069/npr-student-podcast-challenge-official-rules
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662110979/how-to-enter-the-npr-student-podcast-challenge

