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Hello, ELA Colleagues!

Welcome to National Poetry Month! I’m
enjoying the poem-a-day that I’m
receiving in my inbox from the Academy
of American Poets. Learn more about
current Utah’s Poet Laureate, Lisa
Bickmore or explore the “Mapping Literary
Utah” project from former Utah Poet
Laureate, Paisley Rekdal, and learn about
writers from your region of the state.
Happy reading!
 
Naomi Watkins
USBE Secondary ELA Specialist
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov 

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

Link to resource folder which includes:
Secondary ELA Webinars from 2023-24 - you can still view them!
NEW!!! 2024-25 Secondary ELA Webinars recordings & resources
Best Practices in Secondary ELA - UPDATED
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer 2023 professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
ACT Crosswalk 
Grades 6 - 12 Core Guides 
Formative Assessment Process Toolkit 
Bringing Grammar and Language to Life Through Evidence-Based Practices (USBE
guidance document written by Dr. Deborah Dean)
NEW!!! Disciplinary Literacy in Utah Schools - USBE Guidance 
NEW!!! USBE Dyslexia Handbook - updated and revised

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES 

1984 by George Orwell

**Please note: LEAs have the duty to select instructional materials that best correlate to the core standards
for Utah public schools and graduation requirements. (UCA 53G-4-402(1(a)). Posting of these resources by
USBE staff curriculum content specialists does not imply the resources have received official endorsement
of the State Board. Educators are responsible to ensure use of these materials complies with LEA policies
and directives.

https://poets.org/poem-a-day
https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/poet-laureate/
https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/poet-laureate/
https://mappingliteraryutah.org/
https://mappingliteraryutah.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13imOG6ThlC7FZ0ttlrxr84gZsM_615lK?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_assessments_/_act_/Utah_ACT_Connections2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/150DJRKytjiTehArYKssH9hIQwS86plNd?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_resources_/_formative_assessments_/2024FormativeAssessmentProcessToolkit.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbEL-EGGGjJAUqxwUeYCtNLO1mJ9KHGV/view?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/literacy/DisciplinaryLiteracyInUtahSchools.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/specialeducation/_specialeducation/_instructioninclusion/_resources/_handbook/2025%20Dyslexia%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nineteen-Eighty-four


https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvfu2hpjkjG9JW-qbbw9NKc-gXgqt2j0xg#/registration


Date Topic Presenter

Thurs, Oct. 10 Writer's Craft Dr. Deborah Dean

Wed, Nov. 13 Effective Writing Assignments Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

Mon, Dec. 16 AI in Secondary ELA Matt Winters

Wed, Jan. 15 Explicit Writing Instruction Dr. Naomi Watkins

Mon, Feb. 10 Effective Writing Assessments Dr. Amber Jensen & Megan Wight

Thurs, March 13 Morphology Katie Wilburn, Univ. of Virginia

Thurs, April 24 Playful Poetry Jason Stephenson, Red Dirt Poetry

Tues, May 6 Reflection Writing Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

2024-25 SECONDARY ELA PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINAR SCHEDULE
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If you are interested in receiving 0.5 USBE credits for your participation in the 2024-25
Secondary ELA Professional Learning Webinars, you will need to enroll in the Canvas
course to complete the following tasks:

Attend or view 7 webinars
Complete reflections for the 7 webinars you attend or view
Provide evidence of implementation of at least one instructional practice with
students or working with educators

There will be a total of 8 webinars. You select the 7 webinars that are most of interest or
applicable to you. More information about what these tasks entail and how to submit this
work will be provided within the Canvas course. You will have until December 31, 2025 to
complete all of the required work to receive credit.

https://forms.gle/Uqyd98hnDLkHWEtd8


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8X56MG8WZS3RM07aYNXV7Rqff0sGWJbGyuBAp_s_MIdrbJw/viewform
https://www.ascd.org/books/content-area-conversations?variant=108035
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e17081.aspx
https://www.corwin.com/books/kids-come-in-all-languages-263256
https://www.corwin.com/books/unlocking-mls-potential-284441
https://publicationsncte.org/content/books/9780814100615
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Student Reporting Labs Opportunities

This June and July PBS News Student Reporting Labs will host hands-on training for
high school students and teachers. The PBS News SRL Summer Academy is a free, all-
expenses paid week of journalism training and hands-on reporting experience with the
PBS News Student Reporting Labs staff. This year’s program will be held just outside of
Washington D.C. from June 22-28. All expenses are covered for students, including
travel, lodging, and more. Learn more and apply here by April 27. 

Educators are invited July 25-27 for an immersive weekend at WETA/PBS News
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, where they will explore video and audio journalism
tactics, tools, and resources. Space is limited for this free professional development
opportunity. Learn more and register here. 

https://corwin.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5lMIn2t9Q2yj-QcICFPkFQ#/registration
https://netaonline.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=762a2f9eac6f91a8ef407248d&id=309bad8674&e=00e3c18283
https://netaonline.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=762a2f9eac6f91a8ef407248d&id=3c60f92a84&e=00e3c18283
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AMERICA 250 CELEBRATION

In 2026, the United States will mark our Semiquincentennial: the 250th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Today’s young people are the leaders,
innovators, and thinkers who will shape the next 250 years — and it’s important their
voices are heard as we commemorate this historic milestone.

America’s Field Trip is a contest that invites students across the country in grades 3–12
to be part of America’s 250th anniversary by sharing their perspectives on what
America means to them — with the opportunity to earn an unforgettable field trip
experience at some of the nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.
Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s
prompt: “What does America mean to you?”

Submissions will be accepted until Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. ET.

https://america250.org/fieldtrip/


utahwomenshistory.org has a variety of tools for educators about Utah’s suffrage story
and trailblazing women throughout Utah history. Check out the lesson plans, primary
source sets, bios, activities, or book recommendations, for great ways to bring Utah
women’s perspectives and experiences into your classroom.
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Every National Poetry Month Academy of American Poets present Dear Poet, a
multimedia education project that invites young people in grades five through twelve
to write letters in response to poems written and read by award-winning poets.

The submission period for Dear Poet 2025 is now open until April 24, 2025.

Every letter will be read by a team of volunteers, and all students can expect a general
response from the poet to whom they wrote, as well as a certificate honoring their
work. Five letters to each of our nine participating poets will be selected at the end of
National Poetry Month, and the poets will write a personalized response to the selected
student letters. The letters will be published in a shareable, PDF booklet during the
summer.

https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-2025
http://utahwomenshistory.org/
https://utahwomenshistory.org/tools-for-educators/lesson-plans/
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet-2025
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https://decodingdyslexiautah.org/ddut-events/wasatch-spring-seminar/


With thanks to the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Writing
Project (NWP) makes public Our Towns, Our Stories, a COPPA-compliant publication
website for teachers who want to provide their students an opportunity to try their
hand at journalistic writing about the place they call home. Teachers can register their
classrooms or other groups of students who can then share stories that matter to
them and their communities using journalistic tools like investigation, documenting,
publishing, and circulating content and media. The website also contains learning
modules to help teachers (or independently working students) learn such forms as the
profile essay, the op-ed, the open letter, and more.
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Check out the most recent winners of the Newbery, Belpré, Printz awards...and more!

https://www.ala.org/news/2025/01/american-library-association-announces-2025-youth-media-award-winners
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/our-towns-our-stories/home?utm_source=NWP+Master&utm_campaign=b1955ceea1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_11_07_01_22_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-cd4036e72d-260579434
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/our-towns-our-stories/register?utm_source=NWP+Master&utm_campaign=b1955ceea1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_11_07_01_22_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-cd4036e72d-260579434
https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=56a2bb53e8&e=7731425af4
https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=56a2bb53e8&e=7731425af4
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2025 BELFER NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR HOLOCAUST EDUCATION
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

Free, Virtual Conference for Educators in June
 

Registration is open for the 2025 Belfer National Conference for Holocaust Education,
taking place June 23-25. At this free, virtual professional learning conference,
educators will explore the latest practices in accurate, meaningful teaching about the
Holocaust with Museum historians and educators. Find new sessions that demonstrate
how to integrate Holocaust history into both ELA and social studies instruction.

https://www.ushmm.org/online-calendar/2025-belfer-conference?utm_campaign=belfer_2025&utm_medium=toolkit&utm_source=belfer_2025_promo_toolkit_leaders
https://www.ushmm.org/online-calendar/2025-belfer-conference?utm_source=belfer_2025_promo_toolkit_leaders&utm_medium=toolkit&utm_campaign=belfer_2025
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UTAH FILM FESTIVAL WORKSHOPS

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

Calling all content creators and future filmmakers! Tumbleweeds workshops give kids
the tools to tell great stories and up their filmmaking game! Our workshops will
feature filmmaking and camera use, editing, green screen, stop motion animation,
and MORE! These hands-on workshops will have your kids making awesome content
they can share with their friends, family and beyond. 

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB

UEN has curated a hub for secondary ELA resources.
Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing to evaluate
and add resources. If you have quality online resources
that you frequently use, feel free to send them my way so
we can get them on the hub.

https://tumbleweedskids.org/workshops/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/secondaryela








SECONDARY ELA NEWSLETTER
April 2025

TEACHING SHAKESPEARE WITH UTAH SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

Have you ever felt completely lost trying to understand Shakespeare? Maybe you've
sat through a performance feeling bewildered, or stumbled over the language while
reading one of his plays. You're not alone! Many people find Shakespeare's works
challenging, but the problem isn't Shakespeare himself – it's how he's often taught.
The Utah Shakespeare Festival believes everyone can enjoy and appreciate the Bard,
and their "Teaching Shakespeare" course can help you unlock the magic for yourself
and your students. This immersive, four-day course, offered in beautiful Cedar City,
Utah, provides practical and engaging strategies to make Shakespeare accessible
and exciting.

What can you expect?
Earn college credit: This course offers three university credits, enhancing your
professional development.
Interactive learning: Engage in hands-on activities and exercises that demystify
Shakespeare's language and bring his works to life.
Behind-the-scenes access: Go beyond the stage with tours and interactions with
Festival company members, gaining unique insights into the world of
Shakespearean theater.
Ready-to-use resources: Receive lesson plans, handouts, and assessments
designed for immediate classroom application.
Experience the magic: Your course fee includes tickets to four Utah Shakespeare
Festival plays, allowing you to experience Shakespeare's genius firsthand.

If you're looking to deepen your understanding of Shakespeare and discover
innovative ways to share his brilliance with your students, this course is for you.
Summer in Cedar City is truly enchanting, offering a perfect escape to learn, grow,
and be inspired.

Interested in other professional development opportunities at the Utah Shakespeare
Festival? Visit the USF Education webpage, email educationprograms@bard.org for
general information, or contact "Teaching Shakespeare" instructor Shawnda Moss
directly at bsmossfam@gmail.com with specific questions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QD1IKz3TIhcAPOu8WYkdvE8pSu2OlyLl/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bard.org/about/education/adult-courses/


https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/




https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

