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Happy Summer, ELA Colleagues!

I hope you’re engaging in what nourishes
you this summer -- reading for pleasure,
recreating outside, visiting friends and
family.  I’m looking forward to hammock
time with a fun book and hiking in the
mountains. Note that there are several
professional learning conferences in the
fall and ways to nourish your own reading
and writing practices this summer.

Naomi Watkins
USBE Secondary ELA Specialist
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov 

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

 NEW SENSITIVE MATERIALS UPDATES

Link to resource folder which includes:
Secondary ELA Webinars - UPDATED!
Best Practices in Secondary ELA - UPDATED!
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer 2023 professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
ACT Crosswalk - NEW!
Grades 6 - 12 Core Guides - NEW!

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES 

The Utah State Board of Education amended R277-628, Sensitive Materials in the
June 2024 Board Meeting, previously titled School Libraries, to align the Board’s
guidance on sensitive materials in school libraries with the requirements of HB 29,
Sensitive Material Review Amendments, passed during the 2024 legislative session.
Changes include the addition of an oversight category designation, updated LEA
policy requirements, and a reporting and compliance section to the rule. Additionally,
removal of any material will require notification to parents via a school-related
communication platform.

Why They Can’t Write: Killing the
Five-Paragraph Essay & Other
Necessities by John Warner

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_assessments_/_act_/Utah_ACT_Connections2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/150DJRKytjiTehArYKssH9hIQwS86plNd?usp=sharing
https://usbe.portal.civicclerk.com/event/444/files/report/7057
https://le.utah.gov/~2024/bills/static/HB0029.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2024/bills/static/HB0029.html
https://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title/12025/why-they-cant-write
https://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title/12025/why-they-cant-write
https://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title/12025/why-they-cant-write
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IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH &
WORLD REFUGEE DAY, JUNE 20

USA for UNHCR resources including the
2024 Storyteller Celebration, a creative
award-winning storytelling celebration for
former refugees and refugee allies under
the age of 30 who are living in the U.S.
American Writers Museum Resources
Welcoming Library
“What is a Refugee?” downloadable poster
from illustrator Elise Gravel

SCRIBLE IS RENEWED!
Scrible is an advanced platform built to support students, teachers and librarians
through the research and writing process. The Utah State Board of Education provides
Scrible Edu Pro for all Utah K-12 public and charter schools. 

A brief overview of Scrible 
Self-paced course from UEN, “Research Ready with Scrible”
Recent Webinar Recording

Slide Presentation

Did someone forward this 
newsletter to you?

Don't miss out on future newsletters! 

https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/secondaryela
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/world-refugee-day/
https://www.unrefugees.org/news/storyteller-celebration-2024/
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/immigrant-heritage-month-resources/
https://imyourneighborbooks.org/welcoming-library/
https://elisegravel.com/en/blog/whats-a-refugee/
http://www.scrible.com/utah
https://youtu.be/sGK1DMfK1_c
https://uen.catalog.instructure.com/browse/mooc2022/courses/research-ready-with-scrible-2022
https://youtu.be/xIqKLTse2Zg
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FQgGXpT0MJhLbHerg2KiaHGfXObhYhE7ZCadOgOFBzU/edit?usp=sharing
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UTAH CIVIC SEASON
Learn about Utah’s past and consider your place in shaping Utah’s future during Civic
Season. Together with local museums, historic sites, libraries, archives, and
community partners, Civic Season uses history to inform and inspire civic
participation from Utah's Gen Z community. Between June 2 and July 26, reflect on
ten historic days (listed below) honoring our nation’s rich and complex history. Help
us tell the whole story—together. Join the conversation online using #CivicSeason.

Civic Season Western Road Trip
Suggested Books for All Ages
Civics Guide from NCTE

https://history.utah.gov/civic-season/#:~:text=Together%20with%20local%20museums%2C%20historic,nation's%20rich%20and%20complex%20history.
https://history.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CivicSeason_PrintMap2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15w2u9jpQrUE_JJ2wsB8S68d9M__RorQfOVAY6r_vkgI/edit#gid=0
https://ncte.org/civics-guide-for-ela-educators/


We are excited to announce significant enhancements to Utah’s Online School Library!  
Following an extensive review process, the Utah’s Online Library RFP committee has
selected several new resources to enhance the educational resources available to
Utah students and educators. These databases will be accessible starting July 1, 2024.

New additions to the library include National Geographic Kids, Sora eBooks, Global
Newspapers and others. Familiar favorites like Gale, Culturegrams and World Book
Online will continue to be available. Click here for a complete list of resources.

Beginning July 1, EBSCO databases will no longer be available in the library. To assist
educators in navigating this change, we’ve created an EBSCO to Gale crosswalk to
assist in discovering suitable alternatives within the library.

We are confident that these additions, alongside our existing offerings, will further
solidify Utah’s Online School Library as an indispensable resource hub for educators
and students throughout the state.
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UPDATES TO UTAH’S ONLINE SCHOOL LIBRARY

Davina Sauthoff
USBE Library Media Specialist

davina.sauthoff@schools.utah.gov

Kayla Towner
UEN Technology Specialist & Product Manager

kayla@uen.org

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB

UEN is working on curating a hub for secondary ELA
resources. Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing to
evaluate and add resources. If you have quality online
resources that you frequently use, feel free to send them
my way so we can get them on the hub.

https://www.uen.org/uosl/new.shtml#databases
https://www.uen.org/uosl/downloads/GaleCrosswalk%20.pdf
https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/secondaryela
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SECONDARY ELA PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINAR SERIES

30-DAY SUMMER WRITING CHALLENGE FOR EDUCATORS

The recordings of the eight secondary ELA webinars offered in 2023-24 focused on
implementation of the ELA standards, and they are all available to view.  If you are
interested in receiving 0.5 USBE credits for your participation in the webinars, you will
need to enroll in the Canvas course to complete the following tasks:

View 7 of 8 webinars 
Complete reflections for each webinar
Provide evidence of implementation of at least one instructional practice from the
webinar series in your classroom or with educators you lead/coach

This opportunity is available through December 31, 2024.

Unlike January’s writing challenge, this summer 30-day challenge is much more
choose-your-own adventure, and we are joined by secondary ELA educators in
Arizona, Kentucky, Montana, and Oklahoma! 

All 30 writing invitations are provided up front in the calendar (download calendar
here), which lets you choose when and how you’d like to complete the 30 days of
writing. Want to write 30 days in a row? Great! Want to take your time throughout the
summer break? Also great! Want to pick and choose from the invitations that resonate
with you? Also an option! This challenge is an opportunity to flex your writing skills and
habit – or continue what you’ve already developed.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScthtjQOhfGSxCAE7vB7aYcbI1hjQYIYNqGj2xed3r7m3Q58w/viewform
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/jpXdnmnzUebBAtyC8__;!!NWzHOX5-CqFceg!7ccZtDeAM8C6N1E1KtyZl3RqksOIdZz-9Tj9tix8MAVERgHQbE8kbU2bm3f4qz_2gFcVJ2hy8FtDdRuOGWIobha97zu3IvCpobxw$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jA4qN_z9OQz00UD7fLyIfA3GSVeNNwRT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jA4qN_z9OQz00UD7fLyIfA3GSVeNNwRT/view?usp=sharing
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International Dyslexia Association of Georgia provides free professional learning
webinars from leading researchers on the science of reading and instruction
“Hiding in Plain Sight: How Complex Decoding Challenges Can Block
Comprehension for Older Readers” from The Education Trust
Joan Sedita’s chapter, “Adolescent Literacy: Addressing the Needs of Students in
Grades 4-12”
“’Lots of Ways to Be Brave’: A Teacher’s Guide to Facing Censorship” from English
Journal

RESOURCES OF INTEREST

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either a
classroom library or book clubs.

EVIDENCE-BASED SECONDARY LITERACY PRACTICES

These 3 reports from the What Works Clearinghouse outline
and detail recommendations based on empirical evidence, so
yes, we do have a "Science of Reading" in the secondary space:

Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom &
Intervention Practices
Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively
Guides & Checklist for a School Leader’s Walkthrough During
Literacy Instruction in Grades 4-12

https://www.youtube.com/@internationaldyslexiaassoc3057
https://www.youtube.com/@internationaldyslexiaassoc3057
https://edtrust.org/the-equity-line/how-complex-decoding-challenges-can-block-comprehension-for-older-readers/
https://edtrust.org/the-equity-line/how-complex-decoding-challenges-can-block-comprehension-for-older-readers/
https://keystoliteracy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Adolescent-Literacy-addressing-the-needs-of-students.pdf
https://keystoliteracy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Adolescent-Literacy-addressing-the-needs-of-students.pdf
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://publicationsncte.org/content/journals/10.58680/ej2024113322
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/508_WWCPG_SecondaryWriting_122719.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
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“100 YEARS OF UTAH FILM & TELEVISION”

2024 is an exciting year for the history of filmmaking in Utah! It marks 100 years since
the first movie filmed in Utah premiered. Since then thousands of films and television
shows have been shot here. We want students and educators to be involved in
celebrating and learning about this unique part of Utah’s history. The hope is that
students, from elementary age to high schoolers, will learn about this history and want
to come to view the full exhibit. The “100 Years of Utah Film & Television” exhibit will be
located on the 4th floor of the Utah State Capitol Building from January 12, 2024 to
December 31, 2024.

To prepare students and teachers for a more enriching experience during their visit,
the Utah Film Commission has created a short overview presentation. Included in the
overview presentation is a very brief history of filmmaking in Utah and three choices of
classroom activities. The presentation and activities are meant to be adaptable to
individual classroom needs. You can download the presentation and change them as
necessary to fit the UT State Core Standards that fit your class. Please review the
speaker notes at the bottom of each slide to see additional information and videos
linked inside.

We have also created an exhibition guide to help you navigate the exhibit during your
visit to the Utah State Capitol. There is funding available for busing to the Capitol
through the Capitol Preservation Board. You can visit utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-
trips for more information. If students and teachers are unable to attend the exhibit at
the Capitol, there will also be a traveling exhibit available throughout the State. Visit
film.utah.gov/100years for more details and locations.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hOW3AIkjjuxGFGa9nkpeS0zgbCGiHKIOkmUTt8rupI8/edit#slide=id.g4dfce81f19_0_45
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W3GZyJteOHYzkkSb5nQpShnbdE6UIjay/view
https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-trips/
https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov/field-trips/
https://film.utah.gov/100years/


https://decodingdyslexiautah.org/ddut-events/wasatch-reading-summit/


https://www.uvu.edu/education/engaged-reading/ftlr/index.html


https://keystoliteracy.com/annual-write-now-conference/
https://keystoliteracy.com/event/34672/


https://eventreg.collegeboard.org/event/84b4801a-916f-4902-b725-2d99779adf4c


https://tinyurl.com/intermountain-APSI-2024-online


https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/


https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

