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Hello, ELA Colleagues!

It’s almost fall break time, and I hope
you are enjoying the change in
seasons. This month’s newsletter
includes several great opportunities for
you and your students to participate in.
I hope you’re able to take advantage!
   
Naomi Watkins
USBE Secondary ELA Specialist
naomi.watkins@schools.utah.gov 

I'M  CURRENTLY ENJOYING:

Link to resource folder which includes:
Secondary ELA Webinars from 2023-24 and 2024-25
Best Practices in Secondary ELA 
FAQs
Reading Strand Standards Breakdown
Speech Progression Chart
Slides from summer 2023 professional learning
Resources shared by other districts (e.g., vertical alignment) 
ACT Crosswalk 
Grades 6 - 12 Core Guides 
Formative Assessment Process Toolkit 
Bringing Grammar and Language to Life Through Evidence-Based Practices (USBE
guidance document written by Dr. Deborah Dean)
 Disciplinary Literacy in Utah Schools - USBE Guidance 
USBE Dyslexia Handbook - updated and revised
NEW!!! Clarifying Foundational, Content Area, and Disciplinary Literacies in ELA

P-12 ELA STANDARDS RESOURCES 

**Please note: LEAs have the duty to select instructional materials that best correlate to the core
standards for Utah public schools and graduation requirements. (UCA 53G-4-402(1(a)). Posting
of these resources by USBE staff curriculum content specialists does not imply the resources have
received official endorsement of the State Board. Educators are responsible to ensure use of
these materials complies with LEA policies and directives.

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14MhhTwg8M6xiNEBPnwguSSNAjPLZto4Q?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KnWonSBxtv9cZ5V-6AzDx0ALeso-hAhe?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13imOG6ThlC7FZ0ttlrxr84gZsM_615lK?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HSZjxdXEqc0RJwX_MgSRnVvl0IUU2X-6MRFWUx1_Js/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170A8yVTxHSKPnxCptulEz5tWM1iZALgjRB2bIuW0Cq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPuckKZnZ--7nddXJ9O81CdGhwyFsMk7pNxEFmNOUuA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cxL3EsXlgUzpGMP9TPh5kWRJiO-aRt2e/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JTCMXRcvwGKvURJB00FCW1R0uOtE31W1cLgGhiDYRpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_assessments_/_act_/Utah_ACT_Connections2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/150DJRKytjiTehArYKssH9hIQwS86plNd?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/_assessment_/_resources_/_formative_assessments_/2024FormativeAssessmentProcessToolkit.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nbEL-EGGGjJAUqxwUeYCtNLO1mJ9KHGV/view?usp=sharing
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/literacy/DisciplinaryLiteracyInUtahSchools.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/specialeducation/_specialeducation/_instructioninclusion/_resources/_handbook/2025%20Dyslexia%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/englishlanguagearts/_assets_/LiteracyELA_V3.pdf


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8X56MG8WZS3RM07aYNXV7Rqff0sGWJbGyuBAp_s_MIdrbJw/viewform
https://www.ascd.org/books/content-area-conversations?variant=108035
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e17081.aspx
https://www.corwin.com/books/kids-come-in-all-languages-263256
https://www.corwin.com/books/unlocking-mls-potential-284441
https://publicationsncte.org/content/books/9780814100615


Topics Presenters

Writer's Craft Dr. Deborah Dean

Effective Writing Assignments Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

AI in Secondary ELA Matt Winters

Explicit Writing Instruction Dr. Naomi Watkins

Effective Writing Assessments Dr. Amber Jensen & Megan Wight

Morphology Katie Wilburn, Univ. of Virginia

Playful Poetry Jason Stephenson, Red Dirt Poetry

Reflection Writing Dr. Amber Jensen & ELA educator

2024-25 SECONDARY ELA PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINARS
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If you are interested in receiving 0.5 USBE credits for your participation in the 2024-25
Secondary ELA Professional Learning Webinars, you will need to enroll in the Canvas
course to complete the following tasks:

Attend or view 7 webinars
Complete reflections for the 7 webinars you attend or view
Provide evidence of implementation of at least one instructional practice with
students or working with educators

There were a total of 8 webinars. You select the 7 webinars that are most of interest or
applicable to you. More information about what these tasks entail and how to submit this
work will be provided within the Canvas course. You will have until December 31, 2025 to
complete all of the required work to receive credit.

Looking for Professional Learning on Writing Instruction?

https://forms.gle/Uqyd98hnDLkHWEtd8
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Utah Arts & Museums is thrilled to announce the return of the Poetry Out Loud
competition for Utah 9-12th graders this coming school year. This annual, nationwide
poetry reciting competition offers students the chance to dig deep into great works of
poetry while competing for cash prizes and the chance to represent our state at the
national finals in Washington, D.C. next spring. Poetry Ourselves, our writing competition
for original high school poetry, will be returning as well. Registration for both
competitions will begin this fall. 

Sponsored by the Utah State Board of Education Prevention and
the National Campaign to Stop Violence, the Do the Write Thing
Challenge offers seventh and eighth grade students an
opportunity to examine the impact of youth violence on their
lives and to communicate in writing what they think should be
done to prevent this type of violence. The Challenge emphasizes
personal responsibility by encouraging students to make a
commitment to take positive steps to change the problem.
Ultimately, the program strives to help students break the cycle
of violence in their homes, schools and neighborhoods.

For instructions on how to participate, teachers can visit the Utah
Do the Write Thing Challenge website or contact Cuong Nguyen
@ Cuong.Nguyen@schools.utah.gov for more information.

POETRY OUT LOUD

https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/poetry-out-loud/
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/dothewritethingchallenge
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/dothewritethingchallenge
mailto:Cuong.Nguyen@schools.utah.gov
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Write Out is a free two-week celebration hosted by the National Writing Project that
runs from October 12-26, 2025 where we step outside the doors of our classrooms,
homes, and workplaces to write and create. 

Everyone is invited—educators, students, families, and friends—and encouraged to
explore neighborhoods, parks, and other outdoor spaces. The goal is to be inspired by
the world around us and to connect and learn through place-based writing and
sharing.

Resources include a downloadable guide, choice boards, opportunities for
publication, and mentor authors.

https://writeout.nwp.org/
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This webinar draws on Instructional
Strategies to Move Learning Forward to
explore how lesson design impacts
student achievement (d = 0.70). Together,
we’ll examine how the gradual release of
responsibility framework—focused
instruction, guided instruction,
collaborative learning, and independent
learning—can be supported by evidence-
based strategies in each phase.
Participants will leave with practical tools
and planning ideas to design lessons that
maximize clarity, engagement, and
student ownership of learning.

The 2025 Utah Humanities Book Festival marks
28 years of strengthening Utah communities
through reading, literature, and conversations
with authors and each other. Held during
October’s National Book Month, the Book Festival
offers virtual and in-person events.

As the annual statewide celebration of literature,
we work with regional partners in many Utah
communities to highlight events with local
interest. As always, participants will engage with
authors in new, creative, and meaningful ways
that are designed to connect readers, authors,
and communities.

View the program for events near you!

https://corwin.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1OR-JS6jRXennLJJ3i5NHg#/registration
https://utahhumanities.org/programs/center-for-the-book/book-festival
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The Generation Volunteer Summit is a free annual conference hosted by UServeUtah,
the state’s commission on service and volunteerism, to empower the next generation of
community leaders. The summit is designed to inspire, inform, and equip young people
with the tools, knowledge, and motivation to make a meaningful impact through
community and civic engagement. 

This event will be held on Saturday, November 8th at the SLCC Taylorsville campus from
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Young changemakers age 15-25 are invited for a day packed with
breakout sessions, inspiring keynotes, prizes, and service projects. Breakfast, lunch,
snacks and materials are included, and students who attend the full-day are eligible to
receive eight verified volunteer or service hours.

 Registration is open now. For more information on how you can promote this to your
students or be a chaperone, please review the partner toolkit. 

GENERATION VOLUNTEER SUMMIT

https://userve.utah.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc775ZnMXDwv0GnzoQWHDnJIcNtqff81GPpn4-aCSBe61hBiA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G78PxKs4b6xj4HruHn5hj15scp0m_Ngj/view?usp=sharing
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As we approach the 2026 UCTE Conference, we look forward to learning about your
latest projects and insights from the past year. We are excited to announce that the
application portal is now open for breakout session presentations!

We invite proposals on a wide range of topics in English education, grounded in current
research. Whether your work was done individually or in collaboration with fellow
educators and researchers, we welcome your contributions. Please visit this link to view
sample proposals and submit your own. Proposals are due by Friday, December 12th.

This year, we surveyed English teachers statewide to identify the topics they are most
interested in. The top areas of interest include:

Using mentor texts to teach writing
Reaching struggling readers
Effective revision strategies
Building a classroom library
Vocabulary instruction
Poetry

PRESENT AT UCTE!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhNkRDCEeWpw3B_xIY0PaBB7PQfzzBBBEF84bKnXb1t8Le_w/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhNkRDCEeWpw3B_xIY0PaBB7PQfzzBBBEF84bKnXb1t8Le_w/viewform?usp=header


Join us for a free virtual program on how to effectively teach the Holocaust while
building essential literacy skills. This workshop is designed for middle and high school
educators and will be led by experienced teachers.

You'll learn how to use historical context to help students understand the Holocaust's
impact on people and communities, and discover instructional strategies that
strengthen skills like close reading, writing, and analysis.
As a bonus, we will send a free copy of Lois Lowry's Number the Stars to all U.S. and U.S.
territory educators who register.

Key topics will include:
Approaches for building historical understanding and literacy skills simultaneously
Strategies for developing skills like close reading, writing, and analysis
Foundational teaching resources based on the museum’s primary source collection
The benefits of cross-curricular connections
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by U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
Thursday, October 23, 2025

7 p.m. ET | VIRTUAL & FREE

https://www.ushmm.org/online-calendar/event/lihework11025?utm_campaign=20250826NAEINVE01A&utm_medium=swoogo&utm_source=email
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Celebrate the 250th with Resources for English Language Arts and
Civics Teachers!

In honor of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence
this year, America250 Utah has launched a new collection of educational K-12
educator resources for ELA, civics, and social studies. Join us in creating learning
opportunities for students to reflect on our nation’s past, honor the contributions of
all Americans, and look together toward the future. 

These resources feature:
Lessons and activities on the Declaration of Independence and our nation’s
founding ideals
Exploration of the distinctive histories of Utah’s people and places in 1776 and
beyond
Focus on the importance of individual stories and the roles of groups that shaped
the Revolutionary era

Each resource is aligned with Utah’s ELA Standards, making it easy to bring history
and critical thinking into your lessons. Your students can also take part in national
and local essay and speech contests, offering a hands-on way to explore history,
express ideas, and engage with this milestone celebration. 

Explore the full collection here: america250.utah.gov/education

Partners and contributors include: Utah Historical Society, Utah Valley University
Center for Constitutional Studies, BYU Arts Partnership, and the Utah Education
Network (UEN).

https://america250.utah.gov/about/
https://america250.utah.gov/education
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UTAH FILM FESTIVAL WORKSHOPS

The Book Love Foundation seeks teachers who demonstrate a passion for promoting
a hunger for books. These teachers recognize the diversity of every class of readers,
and they challenge each student to build an independent reading life of increasing
depth and joy. Teachers who apply for a Book Love Foundation grant must
demonstrate that they are already committed to the support of readers through
current classroom practices such as maintaining access to a range of books,
conferring regularly and purposefully to understand and support students' changing
needs, and sharing their own contagious passion for reading inside and outside of
their classroom. Read about the requirements for a grant, and then apply for either
a classroom library or book clubs.

Calling all content creators and future filmmakers! Tumbleweeds workshops give kids
the tools to tell great stories and up their filmmaking game! Our workshops will
feature filmmaking and camera use, editing, green screen, stop motion animation,
and MORE! These hands-on workshops will have your kids making awesome content
they can share with their friends, family and beyond. 

UEN SECONDARY ELA MEDIA HUB

UEN has curated a hub for secondary ELA resources.
Phase 1 is now live, and we will be continuing to evaluate
and add resources. If you have quality online resources
that you frequently use, feel free to send them my way so
we can get them on the hub.

https://tumbleweedskids.org/workshops/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/
https://www.booklovefoundation.org/apply
https://emedia.uen.org/hubs/secondaryela






https://ed-psych.utah.edu/grad-programs/reading-literacy-med/




https://cehs.usu.edu/teal/graduate/master-of-ed

